
GCSE Mock Examination and Core 
Subject Information Evening 

Tuesday 7 November 2023



This evening…

• Preparation for mocks

– Nuts and bolts!

– Revision advice – when, what and how? 

• Core subjects

– English

– Mathematics

– Science 

• Support from school 



Timeline
Term Weeks

Term 1 8

Term 2 6½ weeks
Mock exams – start halfway through week 4 (last 2 weeks)

Term 3 5½ weeks

Term 4 5½ weeks

Term 5 6½  weeks
Timetabled lessons: 4 weeks
Celebration day: Friday 3 May
GCSE exams start: Thursday 8 May, run for 2 ½ weeks 
before half term

Term  6 2½  weeks of exams 
Finish 19 June



Why do mock examinations matter?

• Chance to revise some of the content and assess effectiveness 

• Dress rehearsal in formal setting reduces stress 

– timing and structure

• Indicators for pupils and teachers – how to improve

• Inform progress towards next steps beyond Year 11

• Delivers a message – motivates/warning message

• In the event of a pandemic…..



Mocks 2023 - details

• Two school weeks: Wed 6 December – Wed 20 December

• Most exams take place in the Sports Hall

• Students in school at all times

• Revision support or independent revision

• Provisional timetable available now (planning)

• Individual seating timetables issued mid-November 

• One paper per GCSE, noting:
– English (Literature and Language)

– Maths (Calculator and non-calculator)

– Science (combined or separate)

– MFL listening (before mock period, in lesson)

– MFL speaking exams (end of Jan/start of Feb)



Date Session 1 Session 2 Session 3

Wednesday 6th December English Language Computer Science/Cambridge IT

Thursday 7th December Business Studies Maths non calculator

Friday 8th December Sociology Combined Science/Separate Science Biology

Monday 11th December Graphic Products/ Resistant Materials Cope/ Cn, Jp, Sp Reading Cope/  Cn, Jp, Sp Writing

Tuesday 12th December History Drama/ Separate Science Chemistry PE/ VCERT Health and Fitness

Wednesday 13th December English Literature Geography

Thursday 14th December Food French Reading French Writing

Friday 15th December Art all day Art all day Art all day

Monday 18th December Drama Combined Science/Separate Science Physics

Tuesday 19th December Music Cambridge Health and Social Care

Wednesday 20th December Maths Calculator



Mocks 2023 - details

• Two school weeks: Wed 6 December – Wed 20 December

• Most exams take place in the Sports Hall

• Students in school at all times

• Revision support or independent revision

• Provisional timetable available now (planning)

• Individual seating timetables issued mid November 

• One paper per GCSE, noting:
– English (Literature and Language)

– Maths (Calculator and non-calculator)

– Science (combined or separate)

– MFL listening (before mock period, in lesson)

– MFL speaking exams (end of Jan/start of Feb)

• Exam structure for each subject…..









Three Key Questions

1. When?

2. What?

3. How?



When?

Make a revision plan….



Revision Timetable

• Starts from Monday 13 November 

• 3 week plan for each subject

• No other homework will be set

• Started already (science, maths)

We advise:  

• 2 sessions each day (45 – 60 minutes) Mon – Thurs

• 5 sessions at the weekend

• More if they can manage it?

• Skeleton plan provided

– Modelled tomorrow

– Balance subjects (all subjects)

– Weight subjects (Science, English)

– Prioritise if necessary 

• Remove all distractions

• Have resources ready in advance



What?

Mock Content

• Content selected by departments

• Summary sheet provides brief notes





Detailed Revision Plans

• Week by week

• Content to cover (chunked down)

• Resources 





Detailed Revision Plans

• Week by week

• Content to cover (chunked down)

• Resources 

• Strategies…….How?



What should I 
do?

• Gather resources needed to revise: exercise & text books, 

revision books.
• Rag rate topics you need to cover: red, amber, green. Begin with red topics
• Create a 3 week revision plan x2 45 mins Mon-Thurs, x5 45 mins weekend
• Read through overview sheets to familiarise yourself  withi the information 

you need to know.
• Identify any knowledge you have missing and get hold of the notes

What should I 
do?

• Make resources to revise from: mind maps, flash cards, crib 

sheets, knowledge organisers, summary sheets etc.
• Use mnemonics to help you to remember information.
• Write “perfect” exam answers using your notes.

What should I 
do?

• Retrieval practice: bring the information to mind. Read the 

revision notes you’ve made. Cover them, write down key information, 
check what you missed out. Do this several times.

• Ask yourself questions while you are studying about how things work and 
why. Make links to other topics/knowledge.

• Use your flashcards: say the answer or write it down BEFORE turning the 
flashcard over. Go through each pack of flashcards 3 times getting them all 
right, on three different occasions/days.

• Complete quizzes, revision clocks, label diagrams. Green pen wrong 
answers.

• Revisit your flashcards testing the green pen knowledge you didn’t know.
• Revisit topics again on a different day, to help make the knowledge stick.
• Work with friends, test each other.

What should I 
do?

• Complete quizzes/short exam questions within 24 hours of 

revising a topic.

• Complete longer exam questions within 48-72 hours of revising a 

topic.
• Work in silence, no books open, timed conditions

10%

20%

40%

30%

Revise

Gather

Make

Test









The Importance of the Core Subjects

• Offer at least 5 GCSEs between them

• Grade 4 requirement

• College and Sixth Form requirements

– General entry

– Specific subjects

• Beyond this…. 



ENGLISH

How we can all help



The road to Christmas and to the 
summer…

• What we’re doing in the Christmas mocks

• The revision plan for the mocks

• How the mocks fit into the real exams next 
summer

• Revision resources that are available

• Ways you can support your child’s revision



Just in case you weren’t sure…

• We use the AQA exam board for English:



Just in case you weren’t sure…

• English Language and English Literature

• Two exams for each qualification.  So…

ENGLISH 
LANGUAGE

ENGLISH 
LITERATURE



Just in case you weren’t sure…

• English Language and English Literature

• Two exams for each qualification.  So…

ENGLISH 
LANGUAGE

ENGLISH 
LITERATURE

PAPER 1 PAPER 1



Just in case you weren’t sure…

• English Language and English Literature

• Two exams for each qualification.  So…

ENGLISH 
LANGUAGE

ENGLISH 
LITERATURE

PAPER 1 PAPER 1

PAPER 2 PAPER 2



In the Christmas mocks

ENGLISH 
LANGUAGE

ENGLISH 
LITERATURE

PAPER 1 PAPER 1

PAPER 2 PAPER 2



English Language Paper 2
• Two sections: Section A on reading, Section B on 

writing.

• All about writers’ viewpoints.

• Section A.

o They read two non-fiction texts which express 
viewpoints about the same subject matter.  One of 
them is modern, one of them is from the 19th century.  

o They answer four questions which get increasingly 
more demanding on those two non-fiction texts.

• Section B: 

o They write from their own viewpoint in response to a 
statement given to them.



English Literature Paper 2

Section A: Lord of the Flies

A choice of two questions on either a 
character or an important theme. 

Section B: Anthology Poetry

A single question comparing two of the 
poems in the anthology they’ve studied.

Section C: Unseen Poetry

Questions on two poems they wouldn’t 
have seen before.



Revision plan

• 4 week revision plan for English starting this 
week.

• Feature revision homeworks for English 
Language AND English Literature – two 
separate GCSEs



Next steps immediately after the 
Christmas mocks

• Feedback and improvement work on their 
Christmas mocks.

• A longer revision plan put together for the 
time leading up to the mocks.

• Revision homeworks Snap Revision Guides.

• Pupils will have another go at English 
Language Paper 2 towards the end of next 
term.



Support for pupils

• The school are buying in guides for all of Year 11



Support for pupils

• Linked to revision schedule and to homeworks



Revision Guides

• That doesn’t mean you can’t buy your own…



And then the rest of the year…
Up to Christmas: 
• Walking Talking Mocks/revision lessons for English Language 

Paper 2
• Revision on Lord of the Flies and Poetry for English Literature 

Paper 2
• The mocks themselves
After Christmas:
• Feedback and pupil improvements on mocks
• Finishing off our poetry teaching; revision of Lord of the Flies
• February: English Language Paper 1 mock #2 (can they 

improve upon their summer result…?)
• March: English Literature Paper 1 mock (Macbeth and The 

Sign of Four)
• After school revision sessions  



How you can support your child in 
English



Kids aren’t like this…



They’re like this…



Easy revision tips
English Language Paper 2: 

• Make a scrap book of 
extracts from a variety of 
non-fiction texts that 
express a viewpoint. What 
are the viewpoints in each 
of them?

• Practise writing in a style 
and form that matches 
one of the extracts in your 
scrapbook.

English Literature Paper 2

• Make a bookmark with top 
10 quotes

• Summarise the plot or 
themes in ten 
sentences/ten words

• What would the characters 
in the text put on their 
Instagram feed?



How you can help: Five Quick Fixes

1. Get them to re-read their Literature texts; ask 
them to explain the texts to you.

2. Get them to read newspaper or magazine 
articles that express a viewpoint; ask them to 
discuss those viewpoints with you.

3. Get them to explain to you what they think is 
in their exams…

4. Get them talking about what they’ve done in 
English.  Or what they don’t understand.  Or 
like.  Ask them: why?

5. Get them to switch auto-correct off on their 
phones, tablets and laptops…





After tonight…

• Parents’ workshop: the reality of what’s in 
their exams…

• Any questions: jjones@klbschool.org.uk

mailto:jjones@klbschool.org.uk


You can also follow us on 

Just search KLBEnglishDepartment or follow the links on 
the school’s website



GCSE MATHEMATICS

• Sophie Coughlan: scoughlan@klbschool.org.uk

• Syllabus: EdExcel/Pearson

mailto:scoughlan@klbschool.org.uk


EXAM STRUCTURE

In the summer:

3 papers: 90 minutes each.

Paper 1: Non-calculator

Papers 2 and 3: Calculator

In December:

2 papers: 90 minutes each.

One non-calculator and one with a calculator



CONTENT (FOR THE SUMMER)

Anything could appear in any paper (in the summer).



TIER OF ENTRY



GRADE BOUNDARIES 2023

Higher Foundation

9 85%

8 73%

7 60%

6 47%

5 33% 76%

4 20% 61%

3 13% 41%

2 30%

1 14%
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“Being good at mathematics 

is not about how many 

answers you know... it’s about 

how you behave when you 

don’t know”



MATHS AND MINDSET

I cannot do it yet

Getting it wrong is part of the learning process

Students don't necessarily have to be able to do 
everything



WHAT MATHS REVISION SHOULD LOOK 
LIKE

Flashcards are suitable for learning facts and 
formulae, for example:

- Volume/area/parts of a circle

- Speed and density

- Trigonometry

- Angle facts and reasons; circle theorems (higher tier 
only)

- Set notation

- Quadratic formula (higher tier only)



FROM REVISION PLAN:



WHAT MATHS REVISION SHOULD LOOK 
LIKE

Students should spend most of their time doing 
maths.

Watch videos to explain weaker topics, making 
notes as appropriate.

After watching a video, students should try some 
questions and check their answers.



CORBETT MATHS

Go to https://corbettmaths.com/contents/

Topics are listed in alphabetical order

https://corbettmaths.com/contents/


CORBETT MATHS

Video 

Questions



CORBETT MATHS - ANSWERS

Links to video

Links to answers



MATHSGENIE



FROM REVISION PLAN:



USING ANSWERS

It is important that students use answers sensibly.

Looking up answers is not (necessarily) cheating!

It is not helpful if students are practising an 
incorrect method.



USING PAPERS

Past papers are really important for preparing 
students for what to expect in the exams.

They are also good for getting them used to moving 
between topics.

Important students do not just do the questions that 
they can do easily anyway – they should be using 
them diagnostically.



WHAT DO WE MEAN BY EXAM TECHNIQUE?

Read the question properly

Show all your working, on the calculator paper, at 
least what you type into your calculator.

Have you answered the question?  Does your answer seem 
a sensible size?  Do you need to include units?

At end: go back through and re-do calculations if time.

If stuck: Would algebra help?  Would a diagram help?

Try something.  Can you do the first step?  First mark can 
be surprisingly easy.







RESOURCES

• Other websites: DrFrost, MathsPad, OakAcademy, include 
'GCSE' if searching for a video on YouTube.

• Higher/Foundation revision guides and 'target' 
workbooks aimed at grades 3, 5, 7, 9 are available to 
buy form school.

•Drop-in on Thursdays after school in M2



Science
Combined Science:  AQA Trilogy

Separate Sciences:

       AQA Biology, Chemistry, Physics

Richard Shaw 
rshaw@klbschool.org.uk



Science GCSEs summer 2023

• Combined Science
– 2 GCSE Grades

– AQA Trilogy Course

– Summer  6 x 1hr 15 exams

– Bio 1  Bio 2    Chem 1 Chem 2    Phys 1  Phys 2

• Separate Science
– 3 GCSE Subjects 

– 3 independent grades 

– Top two sets

– Summer  2 x 1hr 45 exams   for each of Bio, Chem, Phys



GCSEs --> Mocks

• Multiple choice, structured, closed short answer, open 
response questions.

• Subject content

– Bio, Chem, Phys knowledge

• Recall of knowledge     40%

• Application of knowledge    40%

• Analyse and interpret information   20%



GCSEs --> Mocks

• Multiple choice, structured, closed short answer, open 
response questions.

• Subject content

– Bio, Chem, Phys knowledge

• Recall of knowledge  - *    40%

• Application of knowledge  *    40%

• Analyse and interpret information *  20%

• Science skills & required practicals * 



Questions on required practicals 







Science Mocks
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Paper 1
1 hr  (roughly 60 marks)

Paper 2
1 hr  (roughly 60 marks)

Specific Content:  topics from Biology  Chemistry  Physics.

Science skills:  data analysis & evaluation, graph drawing & analysis,  data in 
tables,  Mathematical  processing.

Four Required practicals & Science skills
 Need to know how to do and analyse these practicals

Se
p

ar
at

e 
Sc

ie
n

ce

Biology Chemistry Physics
Three papers in total  each  =  50 mins  (roughly 50 marks)

Topic Content

Science skills

Five Required practicals



Summer Science Grading

9

8

7

6

5

4

3

2

1

• Separate Sciences

• Biology total mark
– B1 exam mark

– B2 exam mark

• Same for Chemistry and 
Physics

• Example result
– Biology       7

– Chemistry  6

– Physics        8

For Science at KLB



Combined Science

• Science Double GCSE 

9

8

7

6

5

4

3

2

1

• Combined Science

• Total mark added from 
– B1 exam mark

– B2 exam mark

– C1 exam mark

– C2 exam mark

– P1 exam mark

– P2 exam mark



Combined Science

• Science Double Grading

9 9

8 8

7 7

6 6

5 5

4 4

3 3

2 2

1 1

• Combined Science

• Total mark added from 
– B1 exam mark

– B2 exam mark

– C1 exam mark

– C2 exam mark

– P1 exam mark

– P2 exam mark



Combined Science
9 9

8 8

7 7

6 6

5 5

4 4

3 3

2 2

1 1

• Combined Science
• Total mark added from 

– B1 exam mark
– B2 exam mark
– C1 exam mark
– C2 exam mark
– P1 exam mark
– P2 exam mark



Combined Science
9 9
        9 8
8 8
        8 7
7 7
        7 6
6 6
        6 5
5 5
        5 4
4 4
        4 3
3 3
        3 2
2 2
        2 1
1 1

• Combined Science
• Total mark added from 

– B1 exam mark
– B2 exam mark
– C1 exam mark
– C2 exam mark
– P1 exam mark
– P2 exam mark

• Example results
– Combined Science 6, 5
or
– Combined Science  3, 3



Why does this matter now?

9 9
9 8
8 8
8 7
7 7
7 6
6 6
6 5
5 5
5 4
4 4
4 3
3 3
3 2
2 2
2 1
1 1

• Future planning: 

• Science A Level KLB entrance 
criteria:

  6,5 for Combined to do any A-Level
A

C

B

Low B / high  C



9 9
9 8
8 8
8 7
7 7
7 6
6 6
6 5
5 5
5 4
4 4
4 3
3 3
3 2
2 2
2 1
1 1

• Higher Foundation tier
• Vital to get this right
• Science it is much easier 

to get a 5 5 or 4 4
    on the Foundation paper

• Tier for summer vs tier for 
mocks

• A-Level must do higher 
tier (6 5)

Higher tier

Foundation 
Tier

Science Tier of entry



• Mocks will help inform tier decision for the 
summer (hints of 6)

• Revision effort allows for an informed 
discussion

• Informed position:

– Did my revision techniques work?

– Where are my strengths and weaknesses?

– Analysis of revised topics vs non-revised



Mock revision planning

• Revision plan



Chemistry Paper 2



Summer typical revision plan



Science Support resources

• Revision plan          (with revision guide pages)

• Weekly Exam Question work

• Quizlet sets

• Focus-elearning website for required pracs.





Support resources

• Revision plan & Weekly Exam questions

• Quizlet sets

• Focus: e-learning website for required practicals

• You Tube videos of required practicals

• Monday & Tuesday Lunchtime drop in S2

• Practice question bank

• All put on Classcharts weekly!



And finally…..

• Weekend: link to all resources will be emailed

• Presentation on Year 11 Parents’ Page of website

• Monthly newsletter

• GCSE Pod and Quizlet

• Success Lounge: Monday – Thursday  2.50 - 4.30pm

• Jan 2024 →

– Reports and Parents’ Evening

– Revision techniques focus sessions

– Parents’ GCSE revision session (interactive!)

– Students’ GCSE revision session

• Supporting students together



Thank you!
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