
How to ensure the mocks run 
smoothly for you

Year 11 
8 November 2023



Timeline
Term Weeks

Term 1 8

Term 2 6½ weeks
Mock exams – start halfway through week 4 (last 2 weeks)

Term 3 5½ weeks

Term 4 5½ weeks

Term 5 6½  weeks
Timetabled lessons: 4 weeks
Celebration day: Friday 3 May
GCSE exams start: Thursday 8 May, run for 2 ½ weeks 
before half term

Term  6 2½  weeks of exams 
Finish 19 June



Today……

• Preparation for mocks

– Arrangements

– Subject information

– Revision advice – when, what and how? 

• Support from school 



Why do mock examinations matter?

• Chance to revise some of the content and assess effectiveness of 

that revision 

• Dress rehearsal in formal setting reduces stress 

• Inform progress towards next steps in a subject

• Indicators for pupils and teachers

• Delivers a message – motivates/warning message

• In the event of a pandemic…..



Arrangements for the fortnight

• Start Wednesday 6 December and last 2 weeks

• Sports Hall or squash courts 

• 3 school weeks before they start (from start of next week)

• In school at all times – in exam or in lessons

• In lessons: revise independently or have structured revision sessions

• Further details to follow about expectations



Examination details



Date Session 1 Session 2 Session 3

Wednesday 6th December English Language Computer Science/Cambridge IT

Thursday 7th December Business Studies Maths non calculator

Friday 8th December Sociology Combined Science/Separate Science Biology

Monday 11th December Graphic Products/ Resistant Materials Cope/ Cn, Jp, Sp Reading Cope/  Cn, Jp, Sp Writing

Tuesday 12th December History Drama/ Separate Science Chemistry PE/ VCERT Health and Fitness

Wednesday 13th December English Literature Geography

Thursday 14th December Food French Reading French Writing

Friday 15th December Art all day Art all day Art all day

Monday 18th December Drama Combined Science/Separate Science Physics

Tuesday 19th December Music Cambridge Health and Social Care

Wednesday 20th December Maths Calculator



Examination details

• Basic schedule…………… to use for planning

• Individual timetable (venue, seat no.) issued next week 

• Extra time?



Details of each exam

• Email with link to all this information

• One page per subject









You need a plan!



You need a plan!

• Some subjects have started already

• Structured 3 week plans for each subject 
• Our advice:

– 2 sessions (45 – 60 minutes) each evening Mon –Thurs
– 5 sessions at the weekend
– Extra if you can manage it?

• No other homework set

• Remove distractions
• Be organised – all resources ready in advance

• Equal spread across all subjects
• Here’s how……



List subjects…..

• Mathematics

• English 

• Science

• French

• History

• PE

• Sociology



Weight subjects…..

• Mathematics

• English Language

• English Literature

• Science

• Science

• French

• History

• PE

• Sociology



You can prioritise…

• Mathematics

• English Language

• English Literature

• Science

• Science

• French

• History

• PE

• Sociology

• Mathematics



Mix them up!

• Mathematics

• English Literature

• Science

• French

• History

• PE

• English Language

• Science

• Sociology



Number them = “unit”

1. Mathematics

2. English Literature

3. Science

4. French

5. History

6. PE

7. English Language

8. Science

9. Sociology



Fill in the sessions…

• For the 3 week plan 

• Leave an occasional gap?

• You can do more if you want to!



w/b 13 

Nov

w/b 20 

Nov

w/b 27 

Nov



Repeat the “unit”





Check…..

• After school session clashes



During the examination fortnight

• Personalise plan around your exams



During the examination fortnight

• Personalise plan around your exams

• Add exams onto your plan…….but wait for advice about how to organise 

revision over this period



What?

Mock Content

• Content selected by departments

• Summary sheet provides brief notes





Detailed Revision Plans

• Week by week

• Content to cover (chunked down)

• Resources 

• Strategies…….





Detailed Revision Plans

• Week by week

• Content to cover (chunked down)

• Resources 

• Strategies…….How?









How to prepare for exams

TestMake ReviseGather



Personal revision audit



Step 1: Gather

Why bother? Gets you organised, gives you an overview of how much work you have to do. Ensures you have everything you need to start 
revising.

What do I need? • Exercise books
• Text books
• Revision guides
• Knowledge organisers
• Revision websites 
• Old exam papers
• Model answers

What should I do? 1. Use your revision schedules to rag rate the topics you need to cover: red, amber, green.  

2. Brain hack 1: spaced practice.  Create a 3 week revision plan with x2 45 slots Mon-
Thurs and x5 sessions at the weekend. 

3. Identify any bits of knowledge you have missing and fill gaps from absences etc.

How long should it take? 10% of your time. You only need to do it once, the first time you revise a topic.

Difficulty rating (0-10) 1-2.  This is NOT revision! 

10% of your time



Step 2: Make

Why bother? Reduces all your class and homework down into ‘revision resources’ that are more manageable to learn from. 

What do I need? • The resources you ‘gathered’ in step 1
• Blank flashcards
• Paper
• Highlighters
• A paper or plastic wallet for each subject
• Pens

What should I do? 1. Create mind maps, flash cards, crib sheets. Brain hack 2: use dual coding. 
2. Use mnemonics to help you to remember information.
3. Write “perfect” exam answers using your notes. 
4. Make your own knowledge organisers or summary sheets. 

How long should it take? 20% of your time. You only need to do it 2-3 times per topic.

Difficulty rating (0-10) 0.  This is NOT revision!  It will feel nice and easy, you are just copying information down.



Top tips for using 
mind maps to revise

Don’t spend ages 
making them 
‘pretty’

Use images 
alongside 
simple text

Don’t 
overload 
them with 
information

Create concept 
maps as well as 
mind maps

Use them for retrieval practice
• get someone to ask you questions using the mind map
• Reproduce it on a blank piece of paper
• Use the orginal mind map to check your answers 



Step 2: Make

Why bother? Reduces all your class and homework down into ‘revision resources’ that are more manageable to learn from. 

What do I need? • The resources you ‘gathered’ in step 1
• Blank flashcards
• Paper
• Highlighters
• A paper or plastic wallet for each subject
• Pens

What should I do? 1. Create mind maps, flash cards, crib sheets. Brain hack 2: use dual coding. 
2. Use mnemonics to help you to remember information.
3. Write “perfect” exam answers using your notes. 
4. Make your own knowledge organisers or summary sheets. 

How long should it take? 20% of your time. You only need to do it 2-3 times per topic.

Difficulty rating (0-10) 0.  This is NOT revision!  It will feel nice and easy, you are just copying information down.

Front Back



Personal revision audit

70%



Step 3: Revise

Why bother? This step is the most important part of the process and will help you to remember the information. 

What do I need? • The revision resources you made in step 2

What should I do? 1. Read your revision notes, cover them, write it down, check what you missed out. Do this several times.  
2. Brain hack 4: elaboration. Ask questions while you are studying about how things work and why. 
3. Use your flashcards: say the answer or write it down BEFORE turning the flashcard over. Go through each pack 3 times getting them all 

right, on three different occasions/days. 
4. Complete quizzes and green pen wrong answers.  
5. Complete revision clocks, blank overview documents, label diagrams. Fill in any gaps with green pen. 
6. Make more flashcards for the info in green pen you didn’t know on the quizzes, revision clocks etc.
7. Revisit topics again on a different day, to help make the knowledge stick.

How long should it 
take?

40% of your time

Difficulty rating (0-
10)

8-10. This will feel difficult but it will feel easier the more you do it.  



Step 3: Revise

Why bother? This step is the most important part of the process and will help you to remember the information. 

What do I need? • The revision resources you made in step 2

What should I do? 1. Read your revision notes, cover them, write it down, check what you missed out. Do this several times.  
2. Brain hack 4: elaboration. Ask questions while you are studying about how things work and why. 
3. Use your flashcards: say the answer or write it down BEFORE turning the flashcard over. Go through each pack 3 times getting them all 

right, on three different occasions/days. 
4. Complete quizzes and green pen wrong answers.  
5. Complete revision clocks, blank overview documents, label diagrams. Fill in any gaps with green pen. 
6. Make more flashcards for the info in green pen you didn’t know on the quizzes, revision clocks etc.
7. Revisit topics again on a different day, to help make the knowledge stick.

How long should it 
take?

40% of your time

Difficulty rating (0-
10)

8-10. This will feel difficult but it will feel easier the more you do it.  

Mix up 

flashcards from 

different topics

Make instruction flashcards 

you can use for every 

subject to test your depth of 

understanding



Flash card caution!



Step 3: Revise

Why bother? This step is the most important part of the process and will help you to remember the information. 

What do I need? • The revision resources you made in step 2

What should I do? 1. Read your revision notes, cover them, write it down, check what you missed out. Do this several times.  
2. Brain hack 4: elaboration. Ask questions while you are studying about how things work and why. 
3. Use your flashcards: say the answer or write it down BEFORE turning the flashcard over. Go through each pack 3 times getting them all 

right, on three different occasions/days. 
4. Complete quizzes and green pen wrong answers.  
5. Complete revision clocks, blank overview documents, label diagrams. Fill in any gaps with green pen. 
6. Make more flashcards for the info in green pen you didn’t know on the quizzes, revision clocks etc.
7. Revisit topics again on a different day, to help make the knowledge stick.

How long should it 
take?

40% of your time

Difficulty rating (0-
10)

8-10. This will feel difficult but it will feel easier the more you do it.  



Step 4: Test
Why bother? Can you apply what your know to an exam question in timed conditions? Do you know what the 

exam questions will look like and how to approach them?

What do I need? • Easy quick quizzes
• Past exam questions

What should I do? 1. Complete some quizzes and short exam questions within 24 hours of revising a topic.
2. Complete some longer exam questions which apply knowledge as you would have to in the 

exam. These should be completed within 48-72 hours of revising a topic and then repeated 
regularly. 

3. Work in silence, no books open, timed conditions

How long should it 
take?

30% of the time

Difficulty rating (0-10) 8-10. This should feel difficult but it will feel easier the more you practice.



Free apps to 
support 
revision



The school has paid for Y11 membership so you can 
join GCSEpod. There is also an app for android users. 
Apple phone users will need to use the website on a 
device. 

Use your booklet to choose 
your courses and exam boards



Support

• Success Lounge (Monday – Thursday every week in H1 from 3 – 4.30pm)

• After school sessions and lunchtime sessions

• Lessons – stay engaged and focused! 



And finally…..

• Make a plan (Thurs p5 or Fri p5)

• Check emails and Class Charts for links to key documents

• Ask if you need help

• Managing stress


	Slide 1: How to ensure the mocks run smoothly for you
	Slide 2: Timeline
	Slide 3: Today……
	Slide 4: Why do mock examinations matter?
	Slide 5: Arrangements for the fortnight
	Slide 6: Examination details
	Slide 7
	Slide 8: Examination details
	Slide 9: Details of each exam
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13: You need a plan!
	Slide 14: You need a plan!
	Slide 15: List subjects…..
	Slide 16: Weight subjects…..
	Slide 17: You can prioritise…
	Slide 18: Mix them up!
	Slide 19: Number them = “unit”
	Slide 20: Fill in the sessions…
	Slide 21
	Slide 22: Repeat the “unit”
	Slide 23
	Slide 24: Check…..
	Slide 25: During the examination fortnight
	Slide 26: During the examination fortnight
	Slide 27:  What?  Mock Content 
	Slide 28
	Slide 29: Detailed Revision Plans
	Slide 30
	Slide 31: Detailed Revision Plans
	Slide 32
	Slide 33
	Slide 34
	Slide 35
	Slide 36
	Slide 37
	Slide 38
	Slide 39
	Slide 40
	Slide 41
	Slide 42
	Slide 43
	Slide 44
	Slide 45
	Slide 46
	Slide 47
	Slide 48
	Slide 49: Support
	Slide 50: And finally…..

