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The last newsletter highlighted the activities
organised across the school during KLB’s first
Feel Good Fortnight. The grand finale, Feel
Good Friday, was postponed due to Storm
Eunice, but the rearranged event proved to
be the perfect end to last term. All students
participated in an activity of their choice.
Activities included yoga, tech free games,
Afro Caribbean drumming, Tai Chi, African
dancing, Zumba disco, circus skills, ‘relax and
read’. The highlight of the day for me, was
watching the very enthusiastic African
drumming teacher lead a group of Year 11,
dressed suitably for the occasion, dance the
afternoon away! We plan to repeat this day
next year. Alongside the fun, the school
raised £1800 for mental health charities.
Mindfulness activities are now a regular feature of our tutor time programme and feedback from students
suggests these have been well received because they help students to start their day feeling calm and focused.
On Friday 25 March, all students participated in an interactive show called On The Level, set up by On Your Mind
Glos. This workshop signposted young people to digital health services as well as offering tips and strategies to
help students to manage their mental health and improve their wellbeing. The follow up session will take place
in two weeks’ time.
May I thank you for your support reinforcing our uniform rules. As you will recall, I wrote to parents at the end
of last term explaining our return to pre-Covid expectations. As schools return to a sense of normal, clear
structures and expectations are important, alongside support. Uniform is an important part of a school’s identity.
It reinforces who we are as a community, promotes equality and helps students to feel pride in their school. It
also prepares students for life after school where many will have to dress smartly for work. All students were
reminded about the expectations in assembly on Monday and tutors checked uniform on Tuesday. Since
Wednesday, we been providing replacements (newly bought items) for students who arrive in incorrect items
and are sanctioning a minority of students who are not yet cooperating with the simple requests. It is important
to stress that we are not asking parents to buy new items; the only changes to our uniform rules are that students
are now permitted to wear a clear nose retainer and are allowed to wear grey, tailored shorts in terms 5 and 6.
Last night, KLB Friends held their Extraordinary General Meeting to recruit new members to their committee. We
had a productive meeting and I am confident that Friends will continue. You will be able to read about the
exciting plans for this group in this newsletter. The staff value the work of this group highly and we hope that,
by merging it with a parent consultation group, more parents will have a greater involvement in the school’s
review and planning systems.
Finally, as you can see from this photograph,
thanks to your generosity, we contributed lots
of treats and toiletries to the Wotton Keepers
Easter collection. We look forward to helping
this great community venture again in the near future.
Hannah Khan
Acting Headteacher
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Renishaw STEM visit to KLB for Year 9
On Tuesday 26 April it was fantastic to welcome Renishaw at school for a large
event in the drama hall. Throughout the morning all Year 9 students had the
opportunity to learn about the innovative engineering work that Renishaw do, from
developing robots to carry out brain surgery to 3D printing of Olympic bike handles.
Renishaw is one of the world's leading engineering and scientific technology companies, with expertise in
precision measurement and healthcare and we are fortunate to have such a pioneering organisation based locally.
Siobhan Denniff, Education Outreach Executive
from Renishaw, leading the session, also
outlined the extensive career opportunities
available at Renishaw.
Following the presentation, the students had a
go at being engineers themselves and made a
small multi coloured torch. It was quite
complicated but they all managed to create a
light.
Thank you to Siobhan and her team of STEM
ambassadors for providing a superb introduction
to the exciting world of engineering.
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Famelab Final
Recently, I took part in a competition you may have heard of called FameLab. In a nutshell, the Famelab
competition is where students from a range of 16 different schools write and perform a three-minute speech on
a STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Maths) subject in front of a panel of judges, competing to win.
My speech was about the science of, and why we have, Emotions.
Overall, I loved every second of it! From practicing and researching, to just being on that stage in the Bacon
Theatre in Cheltenham. Throughout my experience, the mentors, and my opponents, now friends, supported
me, and I could not have done it without them. Also, a massive thanks to Mrs Sisson and Mr Dexter who helped
the whole club develop.

To develop my skills after winning the school final, (shout out to the other three contestants) there was the twoday master class led by zoologist Jules Howard where I met the other 15 finalists and honed my content, my
clarity, and my charisma in preparation for the up-coming finals. I had two days of super fun activities with
people like me and incredible food! Going back to the finals, wow. Just wow. I arrived, caught up with my new
friends, did a mic test and came on stage. The audience were incredible! Sadly, the KLB school finalists were
unable to make it, but everyone supported and got us through.
In the end, I came 7 out of, in total, 2,500 students. I LOVED it! Thanks again for everyone's support!
Samuel McMahon (Year 9)
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Art – Entries to the Young Artist exhibition at the Royal Academy of London
We have entered a variety of our students’ artwork from all year groups to the Young Artist exhibition, which will
be taking place at the Royal Academy of London, from Tuesday 19 July until Sunday 14 August 2022. Selected
artwork will also showcased on the RA’s online exhibition. The judging will be taking place in May and we look
forward to updating you if any of the entries are selected. We hope you enjoy looking at some of the entries
below.

Katie Bray, Year 9

Matthew Brookes, Year 11

Roxy Nickells, Year 13

Anya Erasmus, Year 12
Heather Jones, Year 12

Sam Stokes, Year 9

Elizabeth Bogue, Year 7
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Ruby Rousseau, Year 12

Performing Arts
Drama Club House Competition
Following
a
successful
pantomime
production in December, the Drama Club
has been back up and running during
Monday lunchtimes in the Drama Studio.
Geared towards Year 7 and 8 students, the
club has been an opportunity to launch a
house competition to showcase students’
creativity and for them to be rewarded with
PACE points for their respective houses.
Plus, sweets. Sweets were an important
part of the pitch made by the Year 12 team
who ran the whole competition: Mya
Warren, Kira Nickols and Connie McIntosh.
Mya, Kira and Connie took on a team of students each, with each team working
to create an original devised performance. They performed to a panel of other
Year 12 students who gave feedback and allocated the points. Safe to say, I
think the panel enjoyed having the power, with one member even taking the
nickname ‘Simon Cowell’. The younger students worked brilliantly to conjure up
some enjoyable performances to impress the judges.
Once the points were awarded, we ended up with two teams in the top spot
and one runner up. The students in the teams are listed below and I’d like to
say a personal well done to each of them – I hope they enjoyed the sweets!

First place

Second place

Connie’s group:

Imogen James (D)
Bethany Wickham (D)
Chloe Pritchard (L)
Annabel Baker (B)
Amy Long (B)

Poppy Sheppard (D)
Alice Scott (B)
Olwyn Forsdike (W)
Elizabeth Townsend (B)
Oyku Ozer (B)

Mya’s group:

Flo Hall Smith (D)
Lexi Yeoman (W)
Aodhan Nickols (L)
Flo Cheeseman (B)
Lily Gregory (D)
Ben Watson (L)

Georgie Priest (W)
Daisy Harris (B)
Mia Lock (D)
Maisie Jefferies (L)
Bobby Baines (L)
Tensee Littlewood (B)

Kira’s group:

Ellie Ponting (D)
Lois Dorman (B)
Ellie Morrison (L)

Amy Bayston (B)
Jess Bunce (B)
Amelie de Pass (D)

With each student winning PACE points for their house, the totals were as follows:
Berkeley (B)
Durrand (D)

95
70

Logan (L)
Wellicome (W)

55
20

Congratulations to Berkeley house! Clearly, some great participation, effort and talent among you. Thank you
and well done to all students who took part in whatever capacity – we look forward to seeing more of your
creativity in the future.
Mr Blake, Drama Teacher
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Performing Arts News
Instrumental lessons
After 41 years of teaching the violin/viola at KLB, Mrs Henderson has made the decision to move on to pastures
new at the end of the summer term. We wish her the greatest of happiness in her new ventures, and thank her
for the time, energy, and dedication she has shown so many of our students over the years.
We are, therefore, looking to work with a new violin teacher from September 2022. Please express interest to
Mrs Dudbridge, Head of Performing Arts (ddudbridge@klbschool.org.uk) in the first instance, or Mr Smith
(msmith@klbschool.org.uk) from May half term onwards due to Mrs Dudbridge beginning maternity leave.
Summer Concert – A Night at the Movies
Since the fantastic success of Beauty and the Beast in March, students have been working hard to prepare for
their next public performance – the summer concert. All KLB’s student ensembles, as well as many solo musicians,
will be performing songs from film and TV for A Night at the Movies. We hope you will join us on Thursday 16
June at 7pm, to hear the choir sing We Don’t Talk about Bruno, jazz band play The Incredibles Theme, orchestra
play Star Wars, and much, much more! A letter with further details will be sent to all parents nearer the time.

Library News
Golden Ticket Event
To encourage students to try different genres, we will be running a Golden Ticket event
throughout this term. We have hidden over 50 golden tickets in the fiction books in the main
library. If the students find a golden ticket in the book they have chosen, all they need to do is read the book
and take an Accelerated Reader quiz. If they pass, they will get a chocolate bar or a book. Students can come
and see us in the library for more information.

GOLDEN TICKET
Take me to the
library desk
Overdue Library Books
After the Easter break, there seem to be a lot of library books overdue. If you have any books at home, please
check bags, behind sofas, under beds to locate them and return them as soon as possible for others to enjoy.
If you have any difficulty locating the books or are not sure which books you have out for loan, please email us
on library@klbschool.org.uk for help.
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Digital Music Workshop
Music Works is a Gloucester based charity that runs outreach programmes for local schools, colleges and youth
groups, to inspire and encourage effective participation, communication and collaboration around digital music,
editing, mixing and drumming. Over ten weeks, ten KLB students were invited to take part in a series of
workshops at school.

At the beginning of April, five students enjoyed a trip to the Music
Studios based in Gloucester City Centre to experience a real life studio
and to explore making music in a super equipped, state of the art
studio! The session flew by and all students managed to record, mix
or sample various pieces of music.
We look forward to seeing more students benefit from what this fantastic programme can offer.
Year 12 UCAS Exhibition visit
We have been delighted this year that face-to-face events to support students making choices about their next
steps are back up and running. On Tuesday 25 April, the whole of year 12 headed west into the sunshine of
Wales where the UCAS (Universities and Colleges Admissions Service) Exhibition was being hosted by Cardiff
Metropolitan University. This staple of the sixth form future plans calendar is a great opportunity for students to
visit a campus and investigate the range of higher education opportunities available to them. Research that has
started in the classroom during tutor time can be followed up or built on through conversations with
representatives from a huge number of universities as well as from the armed forces and companies such as
Dyson and PWC about their Higher Education provision.
Many students commented on the usefulness of
the day, finding inspiration as well as
information through the discussions they had
had. Of course, there were plenty of freebies to
collect and, as well as returning with armfuls of
prospectuses, the students were also sporting
an impressive array of sun glasses, tote bags,
coffee cups and pens.
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Design and Technology House Competition KLB Bake off
The design and technology department was excited to offer the KLB Bake off competition at the end of term 4
and delighted with the number of entrants from Years 7 -11 demonstrating their wide range of baking skills.
The winners are as follows;

First Place (25 House Points) – Durand
Harvey Skuse Year 11 with this
amazing stacked cake

Second Place (20 House Points) - Durand
Ellie New in Year 9

Fourth Place (10 House Points) - Durand
Hannah Stanulewicz in Year 7
Third Place (15 House Points) - Berkeley
Aaron Criper in Year 9
Thank you to all students who entered; you have all earned a house point for your relevant house.
Please look out for the next house competition from the DT department this term.
Mr Hanney
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Easter Baking
KS3 and KS4 students have enjoyed an Easter
baking session as an end of term treat. Here
are some of the delicious results.

Year 7 Easter treat lesson – Chocolate Easter egg Nests

Year 9 Easter chocolate Brownie Bites

Year 10 Easter Treat Baking
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Year 7 Technology Activity
The design and technology department is offering a
STEM activity this term organised by an outside
organisation. Students will each have the opportunity to
develop and make a small electric car and race them at
the end of the session.
We are planning two sessions from 3 - 5pm on the
following dates, with 20 places available at each:
Thursday 12 May
Thursday 19 May
If your child would like to participate in this event then
he/she should sign up on the list outside of the DT
office.
If you have any questions then please speak to Mr Hanney in the design and technology office.
Mr Hanney
Supporting Swifts
A group of Year 10 students have been busily working away after school
building swift nesting boxes with their Head of Year, Tim Andrews, and
local resident bird expert Peter Kirmond from www.nibleyswifts.org. Swift
numbers have massively declined over the last 25 years (by over 50%),
sadly resulting in their being added to the UK conservation Red List.

Swifts are such amazing birds as they
migrate to Africa and back after leaving
the nest, and sleep, eat and mate in
flight. In total 13 nest boxes have been
installed around the school along with a
speaker playing swift bird song to
encourage them to land. It is hoped
that over the next few years the school
will have its own colony of swifts that
return year after year.
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Horticulture group
Year 7 horticulture students have been making bird boxes for spring nesting. The boxes will be placed on trees
around the school’s allotment area.

Careers Information
Post 16 Options
Year 11 students who remain uncertain about their post -16 options may be interested in the following college
open events:
Access Creative

Tuesday 3 May

6pm

Bath College

Wednesday 4 May

4.00 – 7.00pm

Gloucestershire

Monday 16 May

5.00 – 8.00pm

Hartpury (virtual)

Thursday 16 June

4.30pm onwards

Cirencester

Thursday 30 June

5.00 – 8.00pm

Places for these events can be booked on the college websites.
If you have any questions regarding your son/daughter’s post 16 options, please contact Simon Pegg, Head of
Careers, at spegg@klbschool.org.uk
Work Experience 11-15 July 2022
Over 60% of Year 10 students have now organised their work experience placements and returned the necessary
forms. Thank you to parents who have supported or are continuing to support their son/daughter to find a
suitable placement.
If your child is struggling to find a placement, or if you are an employer who would be happy to provide a work
experience placement for w/c 11 July (or even for just a few days during that week), please contact Helen Isaacs
at hisaacs@klbschool.org.uk
Immunisations
Year 9 HPV2 Immunisation will be taking place at school on Tuesday 10 May. Parents will have completed consent
forms for the immunisation when your child had the HPV1 vaccine in Year 8.
If you have any questions regarding the school’s immunisation programme, please contact Zoe Heath at
zheath@klbschool.org.uk
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Canteen Survey
At the end of last term we offered all parents the opportunity to provide
feedback on the service provided by our Canteen. Thank you to all who
responded. The survey has identified a number of improvements we can
make to meet the needs of our students. One of these was around the
food offered and knowing what the menu is. In future we will look at how
this is distributed to both students and parents but, in the meantime, please
see below the new menu for terms 5 and 6. We will continue to look at what
else we can offer over the coming weeks.
In the future it is our intention to improve the information available via the school website and we will keep you
informed once we have a finalised action plan from the survey.

Week 1
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Meal Of The
Day

Quiche Lorraine
with side salad

Chicken Madras
with wholegrain
rice

Lasagne with
side salad

Vegetarian
Meal Of The
Day

Mediterranean
Vegetable
Quiche with Side
Salad

Soya chicken
Madras with
wholegrain rice

Soya Lasagne
with side salad

Daily special

Macaroni cheese

BBQ chicken hot
filled panini

Cheesy Mash &
optional beans

Bbq pulled pork
hot filled wrap

Light Bites

Pasta Of The
Day

Tomato & Basil
pasta

Arrabbiata pasta

Garlic Tomato
pasta

Tomato & basil
pasta

Arrabbiata pasta

Pudding Of
The Day

Selection of
summer
pudding pots

Selection of
summer
pudding pots

Selection of
summer
pudding pots

Selection of
summer
pudding pots

Selection of
summer
pudding pots

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Meal Of The
Day

Chicken &
Roasted
vegetable filo
pastry parcels
with salad

Beef Rogan Josh
with wholegrain
rice

Chicken
enchiladas with
salad

Spicy meatballs
with noodles

Burgers with
side salad

Vegetarian
Meal Of The
Day

Roasted
vegetable filo
pastry parcels
with salad

Soya Beef
Rogan Josh with
wholegrain rice

Soya Chicken
enchiladas with
salad

Soya Spicy
meatballs with
noodles

Soya Burgers
with side salad

Daily special

Macaroni cheese

BBQ chicken hot
filled panini

Cheesy Mash &
optional beans

Bbq pulled pork
hot filled wrap

Light Bites

Pasta Of The
Day

Tomato & Basil
pasta

Arrabbiata pasta

Garlic Tomato
pasta

Tomato & basil
pasta

Arrabbiata pasta

Pudding Of
The Day

Selection of
summer
pudding pots

Selection of
summer
pudding pots

Selection of
summer
pudding pots

Selection of
summer
pudding pots

Selection of
summer
pudding pots

Crispy chicken
wrap & salad
with choice of
sauce
Soya chicken
wrap & salad
with choice of
sauce

Friday
Sweet & sour
chicken with
wholegrain rice
Soya chicken
chow mean with
noodles

Week 2
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Rebuild Programme
At the start of April we were pleased to hear that our planning application for our new buildings was approved
by Stroud District Council. This means that we can now finalise our programme of works. The intention is to
start the programme in June this year (start of term 6). Our initial work will be general site preparation and over
this summer we will see the demolition of the old caretaker’s house at the front and also the Gym. We are
fortunate with the approach being taken in that we will not require and temporary teaching accommodation with
the only temporary buildings needed will be sports changing rooms which will be located over near the Sports
Hall.
Further updates will be provided as we move forward with the programme.

KLB Friends’ Extraordinary General Meeting
We were encouraged to see some new faces at our EGM on 27 April at which we discussed the future of KLB
Friends. At the end of this academic year, the current Chair, Vice Chair and Secretary will be retiring from the
KLB Friends Committee as their children leave the school. We still have a small, committed group who help at
events and run the social media accounts, as well as a dedicated Treasurer and 80:20 Club Secretary, and have
already raised more funds this academic year than during the whole of last year. Miss Khan also addressed the
meeting on how KLB Friends could have a strengthened role in parent feedback and parent-teacher collaboration
through the re-introduction of a Parent Focus group. So, it would be a terrible loss to the School Community if
KLB Friends were to fold now.
In order to carry on next year, KLB Friends needs a new Chair, Vice Chair and Secretary. We are delighted that
new volunteers have very generously come forward at the EGM and are willing to consider potentially taking on
these roles. Several other parents have also expressed their interest in either helping at KLB Friends events or
joining the Committee.
We are hopeful that with further discussion we can formalise a new Committee membership and work towards
a smooth transition ready for the next academic year. These new volunteers need your help, however, and we
are still looking for new recruits to strengthen KLB Friends next year, either as committee members or as helpers
at events. There are many ways you might be able to help, from monitoring an email list to organising a single
event or a rota of volunteers, perhaps even a new role in Parent Focus, and we always need an extra pair of
hands at occasional events. Many hands make light work (and it’s also more fun)! If you could spare some time
email our current Chair Dave Langdon at KLBfriends@klbschool.org.uk
or through our Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/KLBFriends/
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