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This month, KLB students have been out and about enjoying a range of trips and visits, some new but many 

returning to the wider curriculum after almost three years on pause. Students have had the opportunity to try 
new experiences, to work with others and to enrich their lives. Some of the trips are described by staff and 

students in both this and our previous newsletter. Of course, all of this is only possible with the support of staff 

in organising and supervising these trips. 
  

Last week, the sun shone for Sports Day. The 
victorious Berkeley House held the trophy high at 

the end of a day enjoyed by all, whether they were 
participating or supporting their Houses.  The staff 

egg and spoon race was a highlight for many, with 

the English department stealing a late win after 
Berkeley (the dog) struggled to maintain his team’s 

strong lead.  
 

We are looking forward to celebrating KLB’s strong 

sporting year at next week’s Sports Awards. The 
most recent success for the school was that of the 

U15 Handball team, who came second in the 
National Handball Championships. 

 
The exam season has drawn to a close. Our year 11 and 13 students are to be commended, not only for their 

impeccable conduct, but also for their resilience. Both have been fantastic year groups and have worked 

extremely hard over the last few months in preparation for examinations. They deserve to gain excellent results 
this summer and I very much hope and expect that this will be the case. Next week, many year 11 students will 

be attending KLB Sixth Form subject taster days before returning to school in September. At this week’s prom, 
we said a very fond farewell to our year 13 students. It has been a pleasure to work with them and see them 

flourish, even through the most difficult of times. As two year groups leave, we welcome new students at our 

year 6 induction days and year 5 mornings. 
 

Planning for next year is well underway. We are identifying the 2022/23 priorities for the school and deciding 
whether there are any practices, set up as a result of Covid, that we wish to maintain next year. One of these 

decisions is about virtual information and parents’ evenings. Last year, the vast majority of parents chose to keep 

parents’ evening virtual. Next week, we will send out a survey requesting your feedback about this and other 
related matters. We welcome your thoughts and will use this to inform our improvement planning. Alongside this 

feedback, we are looking to consult with a group of parents about school communication. We are keen to hear 
your views. Details of this session will be emailed with the survey. 

 
With just three weeks of term left, there is still a good deal of activity to come - year 10 work experience, the 

year 11 prom, year 9 trips to the Bristol Jamia Mosque, a year 12 maths trip to Bath University, the year 9 trip 

to West Midlands Safari Park and the school’s Art Exhibition, to name just a few.  
 

Hannah Khan 
Acting Headteacher 
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National U15 Boys Handball Tournament 

 
Winning the regional handball tournament 

earlier this year meant we qualified to represent 
the South West Region at this year’s National 

Schools Handball Tournament at the Sir David 

Ross Sports Village, University of Nottingham.  
 

Our first group game was against Aylesbury 
Grammar School, South Central Champions. 

Here we battled hard to come away with a 
narrow six to five goal victory. Jamie Eke was top 

scorer with four goals, followed by one goal 

apiece from Reuben Edwards and Charlie Lewis. 
 

In the second game we faced Royal Grammar 
School, North Runners-up. We dominated the 

game and finished with a comfortable win, seven goals to four in our favour. Scoring honours were shared 

amongst the team, highlighting our strength in depth. Ryan Smallwood, Reuben Edwards, Joey Spill and Oliver 
Ward each scored one goal with Jamie adding a further three to his total. Declan Price on the wing offered 

attacking wide options and got back to defend well. 
  

Our next game was against Framingham Earl School, East Runners-up. The 
opposition started well, preventing us scoring early on. Eventually, however, 

KLB’s patience and pressure paid off with a hat trick from Jamie and a goal 

from Ryan. Lucas Harrell was, once again, exceptional in goal and was 
rewarded with a clean sheet. The final score was four goals to nil to give us 

our third victory. 
 

For the final game in the group stages we played Chadwell Heath, South East 

Champions, a team comprising a number of experienced players. Early on, 
KLB’s team resilience was tested to the limit and the boys had to dig deep to 

stay in touch with their opposition. Thanks to two goals apiece from Jamie 
and Reuben plus further goals from Scott Patterson, Charlie and Joey, the 

game ended in a seven goals draw. Once again, credit must go to Lucas who 

made numerous saves, preventing Chadwell Heath gaining the victory in the 
late stages of the game.  

 
As group winners the KLB team progressed to the semi-final where we faced a familiar opponent, Crypt School, 

SW Runners-up. Brimming with confidence from the previous game, KLB boys stormed to a five goal to nil victory, 
brushing aside our opponents. Jamie was impressive again, scoring a hat trick, with Reuben and Ryan each 

bagging a goal. All team members were impressive in defence, keeping the second clean sheet of the day. 

 
This convincing victory meant we had qualified for the Schools National U15 

Boys Handball Final 2022. After our usual team chat we were ready to face 
our opposition, Christs College, South East. The Christs College team was 

clinical from outset, putting a succession of penetrating moves together and 

taking a convincing lead. Their domination continued throughout but credit 
to KLB who fought back in the closing stages, with Jamie adding a further 

two goals to his tally. The final score was eight goals to Christs College to 
our two goals.  

 
The boys were initially disappointed but their spirits were soon lifted with the 

realisation of what they had achieved - second in the whole country! The 

team are featured below after they had been presented with their medals. 
 

Thank you to Mr Topham for his support throughout the day and to the parents who travelled to support the 
team. 
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Year 7 Fun Run 

 
A huge thank you to every student, staff member, 

parent, carer and sponsor who was involved in making 
the year 7 Fun Run such a success. It was a real joy to 

see the entire year group out in force together, whilst 

also raising money for an amazing cause. As you can 
see from the pictures, the smiling faces and sterling 

efforts (11 laps of the school field by some students!) 
were complimented by the colourful array of weird and 

wonderful costumes. 
 

 

 
 

 
Roary Knight and Ella Allen took the prizes for best costumes, whilst the awards 

for greatest distance covered went to Hugo Wilmers-Hierro, Eddie Johnson and 

Lewis Green. The prizes were decided by a fantastic year 12 student team, who 
also ensured that the event ran smoothly and students were kept hydrated 

(some were literally watered on request) on a warm and sunny June afternoon. 
Thank you to Charlotte Shute, Immy Sparrow, Grace Morgan and Matt Davies 

from our Sixth Form who also oversaw a year 8 support team, which had been 
assembled by Bella Wharin, Lily Wharin and Joss Reynard. 

 

 
 

Thank you to Mrs Landeg, who helped oversee the event, 
Rhiannon Davies for the fantastic photos, as well as the period 

5 teachers and year 7 tutors who came to cheer students on, 

keep them safe and – on more than one occasion – try to 
unknot the shoelaces of those who had become fused in their 

three-legged formations! 
 

 

 

 
The whole event was in the run up to Father’s Day weekend and raised a fantastic £940 for Chapter 2, a charity 

that works to provide mentors for young boys who are growing up with no father figure or positive male role 
model in their lives.  
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English Department News 

 
He went to The Globe on a train he did, on a train he went to The Globe… 

 
Zakarya Hamcherif 

National Finalist 

Poetry by Heart 
 

From around 1500 students in the early phases of the competition, Zakarya Hamcherif in year 8 won a place in 
the National Final of the Poetry By Heart competition at Shakepeare’s Globe theatre. 

 
With his recitations of Pike by Ted Hughes and The Jumblies by Edward Lear, Zakarya wowed the judges: Of 

The Jumblies they said: ‘We enjoyed your word perfect, lovely version of this poem which made us smile.’ And 

Pike: ‘We loved the way you engaged with the poem and really made it your own in this very accurate recitation.’ 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Below are some of the first lines of each very long poem – too lengthy to be reproduced here! 

 
Pike (1960) 

Ted Hughes 
 

Pike, three inches long, perfect 
Pike in all parts, green tigering the gold. 

Killers from the egg: the malevolent aged grin. 

They dance on the surface among the flies. 
 

Or move, stunned by their own grandeur, 
Over a bed of emerald, silhouette 

Of submarine delicacy and horror. 

A hundred feet long in their world. 

The Jumblies (1872) 

Edward Lear 
 

They went to sea in a Sieve, they did, 
In a Sieve they went to sea: 

In spite of all their friends could say, 

On a winter’s morn, on a stormy day, 
In a Sieve they went to sea! 

And when the Sieve turned round and round, 
And every one cried, ‘You’ll all be drowned!’ 

They called aloud, ‘Our Sieve ain’t big, 

But we don’t care a button! we don’t care a fig! 
In a Sieve we’ll go to sea!’ 

Far and few, far and few, 
Are the lands where the Jumblies live; 

Their heads are green, and their hands are blue, 
And they went to sea in a Sieve. 

 

   
We are immensely proud of Zakarya – this is a remarkable achievement and he was a worthy finalist. 

 
Roll on Poetry by Heart 2023… 
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Art – Pantone House Challenge 

 
All students in years 7 and 8 were given a Pantone Card to produce a piece of personal artwork using a medium 

of their choice. Art department staff have been delighted to see the diverse range of entries: each postcard was 
full of creativity as the students responded to their chosen Pantone colour and their own choice of subject matter. 

We saw detailed painting, collage, digital drawing, mixed media, pen and even some stitching, while ideas 

depicted optical illusions, invented characters, nature, portraits, landscapes, fantasy creatures, food and much 
more!  

 
The entries are on display outside the canteen and everyone passing has enjoyed viewing them and choosing 

their favourites. Judging was not an easy venture for the art teachers but eventually we agreed on the following 
winners: Henry Rendell, year 8 (Wellicome) and Flo Hall Smith, year 7 (Berkeley). Our runners up are Joel 

Stuckey, year 7 (Wellicome) and Sam Oliver, year 8 (also Wellicome).   

 
The winners and runners up will be receiving points for their house and a prize. Thank you and well done to 

everyone who entered. 

    

Flo Hall Smith, Year 7 
Winner 

Joel Stuckey, Year 7 
Runner up 

Henry Rendell, Year 8 
Winner 

Sam Oliver, Year 8 
Runner up 
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Year 12 Pottery Enrichment 

 
A group of year 12 students from a range of A level subjects are currently participating in a pottery enrichment 

course in the art department once a week. The students have been learning pottery techniques in order to 
complete their own inspired ideas and we have been impressed by their enthusiasm.  

 

Once completed, the students’ resolved pieces will include an Alice in Wonderland hat, a contemporary mug, 
sculptural vases, nature based designs and a relief abstract face, amongst other ambitious ideas.   

 

   

   

 
Learning about China’s Dragon Boat Festival 

 

This year’s Dragon Boat Festival was celebrated on Friday 3 June. 
Our Chinese language Assistant, Mengyang Liu, taught students in 

the year 7 Chinese class about the history behind China’s Dragon 
Boat Festival.   

 

The festival commemorates Qu Yuan, a patriotic poet and scholar 
in the Warring States Period. He was so upset by the Chu emperor 

ignoring his advice about an imminent attack on his land, he 
jumped into the river.  Local people who revered Qu Yuan made 

‘zong zi’, steamed rice balls filled with salty meat or sweet Chinese 

dates and wrapped in bamboo leaves. They threw the ‘zong zi’ into 
the river to feed the fish and turtles, so that Qu Yuan’s body would remain intact. 

 
The students made their own paper ‘zong zi’ in the lesson after learning about how dragon boat racing started 

in China and has now spread across the world as an annual event held in many countries.   
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  Psychology Research Methods Trip to Bath 

 
On 18 June, the Psychology students went to the centre of Bath to conduct a variety of social experiments to 

investigate the behaviour of members of the public. The purpose of this was to bring research methods to life 
by preparing and completing various field experiments. There was a great variety of experiments completed on 

the good people of Bath – they could have been asked to help tie a tie, walk a certain way around trees, taste 

water to decide if bottled was superior to tap (both being tap water) or to help with finding bus timetables on 
their phones. The students also turned actor to create scenarios to test helping behaviour by falling over (with 

or without injuries) or losing various items. 
 

We found conducting the experiments to be an enjoyable experience and discovered a new perspective into 
people’s behaviour. 

 

We also had a great time spending the rest of our day in Bath soaking up the Sun. Thank you to Miss Reynolds 
and Miss Landeg for organising the trip (and booking a very boujee bus!!).   

 
By Immie, Ellie and Lily 

 

Some examples of what groups found: 

      

A lovely day in Bath was had by all!  
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This year’s Gold participants recently completed their 

qualifying expedition. We had one group of walkers and one of canoeists. The 
students’ reflections on their experience are perfectly summed up in their 

comments below. 
 

Our [canoeists] aim was to research how the weather affects mood or whether 
other factors might have a greater impact. We determined that, although very low 
temperatures had a negative impact, overall our mood correlated more with time 
of day, peaking at meal times and at a low ebb early in the morning. External 
factors, such as leeches, also had an influence.  
 

Despite getting attacked by leeches the canoeing 
expedition went well with no one capsizing. Luckily, 
for the assessed expedition, the weather was warm 
and sunny meaning there were no ice sheets on 
tents in the morning, phew … although there were 
plenty of slugs in the boats! After five days of luxurious camping (for those of us 
who had the initiative to bring two beds) we were very grateful to have a proper 
meal and a bed that felt like a marshmallow. Those of us without marshmallow 
beds spent most of the night awake but at least had the sweet sounds of the dawn 
chorus for a few hours before the early start on the river. The wildlife throughout 
the expedition was incredible. We saw everything from adorable ducklings to 
unwanted leeches. We even saw some kingfishers!  
 
Overall it was a great experience and the highlight 
had to be playing cricket in the evening. 
 

The expedition goal for the hikers was ‘to learn from past experiences and 
perform our memorable moments’. 

 
At the end of our expedition we performed our most memorable moments to our 
leader. Some were funny and some made us gasp in remembrance, but we 
appreciated each one for what it taught us. We were standing there, thinking of 
the highs and lows we had been through, not regretting a single thing. Although 
we found it so incredibly challenging, we know we had the most incredible time 
together and the experience will stick with us for life. 
  
I had so much fun over DofE, it was honestly unforgettable. My group was one of the best groups I could have 
asked for, we were laughing throughout the entire expedition which made the pain we were enduring more 
bearable, and one of the best experiences of my life. 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Hikers first summit on the first day …      … And final summit on the last day  
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Year 7 RE visits to St Mary’s church, Kingswood 

 
This term year 7 have been learning about Sacred Places and Spaces in RE. To support this topic, we visited St 

Mary’s church in Kingswood to find out more about the church building and how it is used by Christians for 
worship and to support the community. Students enjoyed a fact finding mission around the church, visiting the 

memorial garden, trying on the choir robes and, for a lucky few, ringing the church bell! It was helpful for 

students to meet members of the local Christian community and to see the impact that the church has on their 
lives. 

 
The RE department were impressed with the behaviour of all the year 7 classes, and their excellent questions 

and great attitude made for a range of enjoyable and memorable visits. Huge thanks goes to Rosemary Casken 
and her team at St Mary’s for giving up their time to guide all nine classes around the church during the course 

of the week. 

 

 Ringing the church bell     Dressing up in choir robes     Enjoying the view from the pulpit 
 

 

Greenpower car 
 

After a prolonged hiatus due to Covid, the Greenpower 
electric car has been unwrapped and charged up! A team of 

students from across the school have begun the next phase 
of the project, which is to design and build an aerodynamic 

shell. They have taken the car out and had fun test driving 

it and checking all the systems to ensure it is all working 
properly and will now embark on using computer-aided 

design to develop the bodywork. 
 

The design and technology department wish them good luck 

and look forward to being involved in the next steps. 
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    Library News  

                                                        
Carnegie Winner                                                              

 
At KLB we have been shadowing the Carnegie Greenaway Book Award. The 

winners were announced on 16 June and we watched the live-stream of the 

announcement in the library. Of the eight nominated titles, October, October 
by Katya Balen won the Award. This novel also won the national children’s 

Shadowers’ Choice Trophy and was the favourite 
amongst the KLB shadowers. 

 
If you like to read October, October and see if 

you agree with the judges, we have copies 

available in the library to borrow.  
                                                                        

Ctrl & Reset                                                      
 

You may be aware of the mental health digital detox Ctrl & Reset program we are currently running at school. 

As part of this programme, the library has organised a ‘Weirdest Place to Read’ competition where students are 
encouraged to get their picture taken in a most unusual place whilst reading. Friends, family members and pets 

are welcome to join in with the pose if they wish to. 

  

Please make sure pictures are suitable for the website or school newsletter as they may be published and email 
all entries to library@klbschool.org.uk. There will be prizes for the winning pictures. Have fun! We look forward 

to seeing them all. 
 

Library books 

 
As we are coming towards the academic year, please make sure you return all the school library books you 

currently have on loan. If you have any problems at all, please come and see us in the library.  
 

 
Ming Porcelain Plate Designs - Chinese department  

 

In recent year 8 Chinese lessons, Mrs Trefalt has been teaching students a series of lessons on Chinese history 
and culture including some inventions to come out of China, such as gunpowder and paper. 

 
In one lesson, students learned about the importance of the 

Silk Road as a trading route for goods between the East and 

West. They had an opportunity to look in depth at colour 
and designs painted on Ming Dynasty porcelain, which can 

now be seen in modern day clothing, chopsticks and other 
goods in China. The designs, primarily in cobalt blue, are 

generally repeated patterns.  Some originated in the East 
and others can be traced to Western countries. 

 

The students copied and designed their own ‘Ming porcelain’ 
plates while listening to relaxing Taiwanese background 

music. They enjoyed the challenge, as the images show. 
 

mailto:library@klbschool.org.uk
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Boys Athletics Success 

 
After a prolonged absence, athletics has made a welcome return to our extra curricula sports programme. KLB 

girls and boys teams were once again entered into the English Schools Track and Field Championship. At the 
county round, hosted at the Prince of Wales Stadium Cheltenham, our Junior Boys (335 points) and Intermediate 

Boys (374 points) qualified for the Regional Finals. 

 

 
 

          Our Junior and Intermediate Boys Athletics squads have both had excellent seasons 
  

The boys made the journey to The Pingle Stadium in Nuneaton to represent Gloucestershire in the Midlands 
Regional Final. Both squads produced excellent performances in very competitive finals. The Junior Boys posted 

320 points and the Intermediate Boys posted 392 points with a selection of athletes breaking school records on 

the day, as follows:  

100m Louie Joseph 12.60s 

200m Isaac Edwards 28.70s 

High Jump Elliott Williams 1.47m 

Discuss Charlie Emms 25.86m 

Javelin Lucas Harrell 39.94m 

Relay 52.20s (Intermediate Boys) 

 
It has been a wonderful season for the schools athletics programme and we would like to take this opportunity 

to particularly thank our year 10 athletes who have given a huge amount to the programme in this, the last year 
they have the opportunity to represent the school athletics teams.  
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County and National Success for School Equestrian Team  

 
On 26 March 2022, several intrepid 

KLB equine enthusiasts journeyed to 
Rectory Farm near Cirencester to 

compete to qualify for the National 

School Equestrian Association’s 
Championship at the mecca of 

British Show jumping, Hickstead 
near Brighton. 

 
Four year 7 students, Lizzie and 

Grace German (second and fifth 

individually), Flo Hall-Smith, and 
Tensie Littlewood (15th) were entered into the 70/75cms class and they rode to victory taking first place as a 

team and qualifying for the National Championships. The photographs illustrate the team in action on the day 
and receiving their sashes plus rosettes at the prize presentation after their class. 

 

 
Of the four qualifying riders only two of the original team, Lizzie and Grace German, were able to attend the 

National final at Hickstead. Needing a team of at least three to compete, Harvey Barfoot Saunt (year 10) who 
had already qualified for the Championships on the Monday, kindly agreed to come early to make up the team 

for the Final. 

 
The journey for all the ponies and competitors was a long one 

down to Brighton but that did not deter the team from excelling 
in their class. All three members, completed clear rounds with only 

the timing to delineate between placings. The team took team 
seventh out of over 30 teams. A fantastic achievement. 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

On the Monday Harvey competed on Diablo, representing Gloucestershire and 
KLB, in the NSEA National Inter-County 90cm Show-Jumping Competition. The 

combination continued their good run of form to take third place. An amazing 
achievement. Harvey is featured on the right. 

 

The National NSEA Championships saw four full days of competition and over 
1500 competitors, but the results speak for themselves.  
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NSEA Pop-up Dressage Series 2021-2022 
 

From November to March, Grace and Lily Clarke competed in the NSEA Pop-up Dressage League, submitting a 
video each month of a dressage test to be judged and then gained points depending on their placings. There 

were four classes in total. 

 
The pop-up dressage series has become popular since lockdown as you can compete without leaving home.  The 

judges give you feedback, which enables you to try and improve for the next test.  
 

Over the winter months, Lily competed her new horse Jack Morgan (right). Lily is working 
on improving his flatwork, as he is an ex-racehorse, so they entered the Walk and Trot 

League as well as the Prelim Dressage. Overall, they finished sixth in class 1 out of over 

30 competitors. They also competed in class 2 where they came second overall out of 
over 40 competitors with a total of 24 points. This means that Lily and Jack Morgan have 

qualified in both classes for the National Dressage Championships in October 2022 at 
Keysoe International.  

 

Grace and Hot Chocolate (left) won all their Preliminary Dressage 
Competitions in Class 2 with an overall score of 40 points to take 

the win overall out of over 40 competitors and win a horse rug. 
Grace and Hot Chocolate also competed in class 3 where they 

ended up with 34 points to come second out of over 20 
competitors.  

 

Grace also competed on UCS Sheffield (right) in class 3. 
UCS Sheffield had a total of 25 points to come fourth 

overall out of over 20 competitors. They also competed in 
class 4 where they came second overall, out of 20 

competitors, with 26 points.  

 
Both combinations hav now qualified in both their classes 

for the National Dressage Championships in October 2022 
at Keysoe International.  
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